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4 The number of accidental deaths involving firearms spiked in 2000, up from 28 in 1999 and falling to 
18 in 2001. In the years 1991-1999 the mean was 26.66. The spike to 45 in 2000 remains unexplained. 
5 Even the supporting figures quoted for the United States were wrong being overstated by almost 
thirteen per cent. (FBI Uniform Crime Reports) 
6 Les Murray, The Australian, 24th July 1996, asked, “Did the gun row have much to do with guns?” 
7 The Daily Telegraph, Monday April 30, 2001. D D McNicoll, “Greenies out for a duck”, The Australian 
2nd February 1995. 
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11 Christopher Dore, in an article “The smoking guns buyback” in the Weekend Australian, 26-27 May 
1997, wrote: “So heated was the debate over gun reform throughout most of last year that Australians 
experienced a rare and, to most, disturbing sight: the Prime Minister, Mr Howard, addressing angry 
Victorian gun owners wearing a bullet-proof vest underneath his dark tweed jacket.  
That image . . . galvanized a nation and almost in itself guaranteed the success of Mr Howard’s push 
for uniform national gun laws.” See appendix. 
12 “NP infighting flares”, The Advertiser, Adelaide, June 6 1996. Again, the federal government 
appeared to be operating outside of the confines of the federal constitution. 
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17 Mr. Packer’s pistol was stolen in January 2003 during a break-in at his Sydney office.  
18 NSW Police have decided not to charge Mr. Packer for failing to safely secure his Glock pistol, The 
Advertiser, April 12th 2004. By contrast, in 1998 NSW Police insisted on prosecuting a 16-year-old boy 
with firearm offences for possessing a toy cap gun. The presiding magistrate, who described it as a 
“silly case”, threw out the charge. The Sunday Mail, Adelaide 29th September 1998. 
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19 Australian Bureau of Statistics, 2002.  AusStats, Special Article - Suicide.htm 1301.0. 
20 The gun showdown, article in The Australian March 17, 1988. 
21 The Age, December 16, 2003. 
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